


The 558th Infantry Explorers 
is an organization dedicated to 
military training for young men 

and women from the ages of 14 through 
18 years old. The explorer program is 
offi ciated by the Boy Scouts of America 
and allows young people to “explore” 
possible professions available to them. 
Founded in 1988, Post 558 is unique to 
this program in that it helps individuals 
experience, in some measure, what it 
would be like 
if they were to 
join one of the 
military service 
branches. The 
First Battalion 
558th Infantry 
Explorers are 
sponsored by 
the 40th INF DIV (DET) of the California 
Army National Guard at the Joint Forces 
Training Center (JFTC) in Los Alamitos, 
CA. The post trains from various military 
manuals in topics such as: leadership, 

proper wearing 
of the uniform, 
proper military 
courtesies & 
close order 
drills. These 
topics are 
universal to 

various 
topics 
pertinent to 
the training 
schedule. 
When 
ready, 

cadets will advance in rank and assume 
added leadership responsibilities. The more 
skills our leaders possess, the better leader 
they will be in any endeavor they choose. 
Even though this is a military explorer 
post, the goal is not to build warriors. 
We use the discipline and experience of 

military training to build confi dence in 
young leaders who will be able to think on 
their feet, and respond to the needs of their 

community. Meetings are held 
Sundays from 2:00 to 5:00 

PM at the JFTC 

anyone who enters the service. Other 
areas the Post trains will be in infantry 
fi eld craft such as: Land navigation, Patrol 
tactics, First aid & Communications. 
Periodically, members and parents 
travel to a weapons fi ring range to 
familiarize themselves with the proper 
use of fi rearms. Certifi ed fi rearms 
instructors oversee this training, and 
upon completion the cadets receive NFA 
certifi cation. All other training scenarios 
are carried out with non-fi ring solid 
rubber weapons. The post also places 
a heavy importance on physical fi tness 
and cadets participate in P.T. during 
every meeting. The 558 Post has sent a 
number of qualifi ed cadets to the Military 

Academy at West 
Point and other 
service academies 
throughout the 
years. Many of 
our cadets 

do enter the service on their own free 
will, although they are not required to 
do so. Some who joined have attained 
great honors because of their leadership 
skills and abilities. Post member are 

encouraged to participate in team 
building exercises and community 
service projects on a regular basis. 
The Post has overnight Field Training 
Exercises (FTXs) every few months to 
put in practice what is learned during 
classroom instruction. All cadets are 
required to conduct short classes on 
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